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Principal’s Perspective from Mrs. Galbraith 
To say that 2020 has been a challenging year is an understatement.  I would 
never have assumed that March 13th would have been our final day with our 
students.  After getting over the shock that we wouldn’t return, we set to work 
trying to figure out how to deliver virtual learning for the remainder of the year.  
It was not perfect, but I hope that families could see the hours of work the staff 
put into trying to provide the best instruction we could under the 
circumstances. 
 
One thing that was exceedingly clear to me was that we need our students 
with us in person every day.  Our students need to be able to see, hear, and 
experience quality instruction delivered face to face.  We have missed them 
terribly and are excited that they will once again be with us. 
 
I have said that this year’s theme will be “the same, but different.”  We will 
continue to do all of the things we always have, but some may be done in a 
little different way.  I chose to focus on the things that are the same:  students 
will be with us in the building once again; we will have specials, lunch, recess, 
other activities; and we will continue to build a school community that loves 
and values each person in it.  These things are the heart of why we do what 
we do.  Those things that are different will be at times frustrating, but in the end 
will allow us to be together and may even possibly make us stronger if we look 
for opportunities we didn’t think about before. 
 
Just know this:  we are so thankful to be back and have our students with us 
again.  If that means we have to alter a few things, that is okay.  In the end, we 
went into education to serve students to the best of our ability, and nothing will 
ever change that.  So, welcome back:  we are glad August is finally here!  
 
Welcome New Staff Members! 
Mrs. Zentz, Dean of Students – Mrs. Zentz comes to us from Plymouth, Indiana.  
She has been teaching 4th and 6th grade and has just completed her 
administrator’s license.  
 
Miss Butler – Miss Butler joins us from Lafayette, Indiana.  She has two years of 
music education and has most recently worked in a music store matching 
student to instruments and teaching drum circles. 
 
Miss Giek – Miss Giek student taught two years ago for Mrs. Smith in 4th grade 
and spent last year teaching third grade in Florida.  She is back home in 
Indiana and will be teaching first grade this year. 
 

Miss Hendrix – Miss Hendrix has been a substitute teacher for us for some time.  She has completed her student 
teaching last spring and will be teaching first grade for us this year. 
 

 
 

School Year Dates 
 

August 
• 11th – First Student Day 

 
September 

• 7th - Labor Day 
• 16th - eLearning 

 
October 

• 14th – eLearning for Parent-
Teacher Conferences 

• 19th – 23rd - Fall Break 
 
November 
• 11th – eLearning 
• 25th – 27th - Thanksgiving Break 

 
December 
• 21st - Christmas Break Begins 

 
January 
• 5th - First Student Day 
• 18th - MLK Jr Day.  No School. 

 
February 
• 15th - Mid-Winter Break.  No 

School. 
 
March 
• 17th - eLearning 

 
April 
• Friday 2nd – 9th - Spring Break 
• 12th – Classes Resume 

 
May 
• 27th - Last Student Day 

 
 
 



 

Mrs. Huffer – Mrs. Huffer was an elementary counselor before moving to Japan with her husband where she 
taught middle school on a military base.  Since returning to the US she has completed her licensure in elementary 
education and will be teaching kindergarten this year. 

 
Reopening Plan 
If you have not read our district reopening plan, you can find it at the bottom of our corporation homepage.  This will 
continue to change as we receive new information from the governor, health department and the department of 
education. 
 
To help better prepare students Mrs. Zentz and I created a welcome back video for them to watch.  It is on our 
elementary website under “Newsletters and Information.”  This video is longer than I normally do, but since we could not 
host an open house, I wanted to walk the students through the general changes at the building this year. 
 
Daily Before School Screening by Families 

Part of the reopening plan asks families to be sure to screen their child each day before sending them to school.  There 
will be a refrigerator magnet that students will bring home the first day of school that lists the possible symptoms of 
COVID.  If your child is sick, especially with a fever, cough or loss of smell/taste that is new, please keep them home.  
When you call a student in sick for the day, please know that we may ask more questions than normal. 
 
We know that certain students have medical conditions that do not have anything to do with COVID.  Please be sure 
the nurse knows about the condition(s) so they aren’t confused with COVID.  If a student becomes ill during the day, 
and it is not an illness that would be otherwise explained by a current condition we know about, we will have them lie 
down in the room next to the restroom in the office to wait on their parent to pick them up.    

 
Arrival / Dismissal for Car Riders 
Students who are dropped off by car can enter the school at the back of the building at 7:45 when the staff member on 
duty opens the door.  This year they will go into the old gym (not the cafeteria) to sit and wait for the bell to ring at 8:05.  
Those who get picked up after school will go the back door at 3:05.  Be sure to review the pick up procedure on our 
elementary website under the “Newsletters and Information” tab.  
 
Visitors and Volunteers 
Visitors will be limited to the office area during school hours this year.  If a parent needs to drop off anything to their 
student, we will deliver it to the room for you.  We are still encouraging classroom volunteers.  Volunteers will be asked 
COVID screening questions prior to entering the building. 
 
Where to Take First Day of School Pictures 
Since parents will not be able to walk kids to their rooms on the first day, we will have a photo backdrop for parents to use.  
If you want to take a first day of school picture, simply park in the parking lot at the front of the school, wait for the buses 
to pull out and then walk into Warrior Arena.  Once done, the student will be able to enter the main building and walk to 
class, and parents will be able to exit through the Warrior Arena doors to their cars.  We will have staff members to help a 
child who isn’t sure where to go.   
 
Face Coverings 
There has been a lot of conversation about face coverings.  Governor Holcolm’s executive order states that all students K 
– 12 must wear them on the bus, and that all students 3 – 12 must wear them in the building.  The governor updated his 
order on July 30th to state that as long as 3 – 12th students are at least 3 feet apart, they will not need to leave their face 
covering on.  This order is in currently in effect through Wednesday, August 26th only.  The teachers have worked to space 
out the desks to be 3 feet apart so that while sitting at their seats, the students will not have to wear them.   
 
Face coverings will be worn… 

• While waiting or waking in a line, 
• In classrooms when students are working with a partner/in a small group where they aren’t three feet apart, and 
• While on the bus. 

 
 
 



 

Face coverings will not be worn… 
• During lunch while seated at their table eating, 
• During PE and outdoor recess or other times where they are exercising, 
• While outside social distancing and being supervised by their teacher, and 
• If they have a doctor’s note on file stating they cannot wear one (verified by principal/nurse). 

 
Water Bottles 
Water fountains will be turned off.  However, we have installed water bottle filling stations throughout the building.  Each 
student will receive a welcome back #beawarrior water bottle to use so they are sure to have access to water throughout 
the day.  They will bring it home each evening so you can wash it and return it the following day to be filled again.  
Students can bring their own bottle as long as it is metal or plastic – no glass. 
 
Lunch 
Normally one of the jobs we have students do at lunch is be table washers between lunch groups.  This year we will be 
changing this so that our lunch staff will clean the tables.  We will be using disposable trays and tableware so our dish 
room staff is available to do this.   
 
We will be splitting up and spreading out our lunch groups as well.  PK, K, 2, 4, and 6 will be eating in the cafeteria, and 1, 
3, 5 will eat in the old gym.  Students will sit every other seat at the tables.  Due to the fact that we will need to use every 
seat at lunch to social distance, we will not be able to allow adults to visit during lunch time.  
 
Specials and Programs 
Students will continue to attend specials classes.  They will take their art box to art and iPad to computer lab.  They will still 
check out books in the library, but Mrs. Browning will have a new procedure for cleaning books before re-shelving them.  
Music and PE will continue to use instruments and equipment.  The teachers will be cleaning all items between classes to 
ensure they are sanitized prior to the next use. 
 
Warrior Way:  Students of Character 
Last year we introduced our new mission statement: 
 
 “The mission of NMES is to develop inquisitive minds that take the initiative to solve real-world problems  

  with integrity.” 
 

We will be talking to our students this year about the “Three I’s” highlighted above.  We will begin the year with integrity.  
Each month we will highlight a characteristic a person of integrity possesses.  We will begin the year with the characteristic 
of kindness: treating one another as we want to be treated.  At the end of the month, I will ask teachers to select a 
student who has shown the characteristic we have been focusing on to have lunch with me. 

 


